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As institutions look to enhance the online academic experience, 
student-centered learning is rapidly gaining momentum as an effective pedagogy.  However, many

of the appropriate tools are not yet incorporated into current academic environments.

Aperto’s integration of the Elgg platform with WebCT’s proven

eLearning framework provides institutions with a flexible

delivery environment for these emerging technologies.

Elgg enables users to transcend course boundaries and to harness

the knowledge and experience of the institutional community and

beyond.  With access to diverse set of tools, users are able to choose

which resources to pull into their personal learning environment.

To support student-centered learning, Elgg enables:

Personal and Community Blogs

Tagging

Private and Public Communities

Fine-grained Access Control

Learner-defined Spaces

Personal and Community File Storage

Podcasting

Social Networking

Full Syndication Support

Students are no longer consumers of educational material, but also

creators and editors, assimilating varied resources in individual ways.
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Selected Elgg Feature Highlights:

Blogs
Community

Podcasting
RSS

TaggingSocial Bookmarking

Communities and Connections
Communities outside traditional course boundaries may be
created by any user and can be private or public. Community
members have access to shared file areas, shared resources
and a community blog.  Communities allow students to dis-
cover, and to interact with, a much larger set of the institu-
tional population to broaden their educational experience.   
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Example Scenario 
A first year geology course has 5 WebCT sections with 40
students each.  The instructors want all 200 students to work
collaboratively on issues related to global seismic activity. 
Students are all part of the Geology 100 community in
Elgg, to collect and share resources with each other.

Podcasting
Personal and community blogs and file areas support pod-
casting by default. If an audio file is uploaded to a userÕs file
area, any subscribed podcatcher will be able to detect
and download the audio file. Audio files can also be listened
to online through the browser, via an audio-playback control,
and users can subscribe to podcast feeds filtered by subject.   

Example Scenario
A third-year French instructor records weekly interviews with
guests, to improve her studentsÕ listening skills and vocabulary. 
She uploads the audio file to her Elgg file area. Students wishing
to download the interviews subscribe to the instructorÕs feed
from their iTunes software. iTunes automatically downloads 
interview episodes as soon as they are posted, and students
can then easily transfer these to their iPods for listening.

Full Syndication Support
Elgg supports the standard RSS protocol for content syndi-
cation.  Elgg can pull in external RSS feeds into a user or
community resource area, or even auto-populate a userÕs
blog with external content.  All content within Elgg can be
syndicated and accessed by an external aggregator or by ElggÔs
internal one.  Elgg therefore makes it easy to keep track of 
other usersÕ content and activity.      

Example Scenario
A biology instructor wants his students to be up to date on
the latest developments in cell biology.  One of the major
cell biology journals produces a news feed highlighting current
events.  He copies the feed link into the resource section of his
Cell Biology community in Elgg, and all students now have
access to the daily updates from the journal feed. 

For more details please visit

http://www.aperto-elearning.com
http://www.elgg.org
email: info@aperto-elearning.com

Single Sign-on from WebCT to Elgg
Automated User Creation in Elgg

Seamless User Interface
Simple Community Set-up

Benefits of W ebCT-Elgg Integration

Elgg integrated with WebCT CE6, displaying an external news feed


